The final test of the mastery of illusion and reality, and the discovery of an identity, is the ability to tell it. This is not the novelist's prerogative, as the ex in the relationship between the invisible man and the Brotherhood. When Ras ("race") the Exhorter asked whether it was money or women that could blind a Negro to his racial identity, the invisible man was outraged that his purity of motive could be questioned. But the whole scene takes place in front of a garish sign that says "checks cashed here." Brother Jack first showed up when the invisible man was out of money, and his first reason for joining the Brother hood was for the pay they offered. Without knowing it, at the same time as he is trying to get rid of the bank because it is the image of the paid entertainer de basing himself for money, he is taking on an analogous position within the Broth erhood. This is emphasized at the end, when Brother Jack is disciplining him. ing against society, no one knows how the riot got started, and the only damage they do is to themselves, in the pathetic burning-down of their own tenement. The only difference, save that of scale, is that at the end the invisible man does not step forward and give a speech prepared for him by the cultural myths, but instead disappears down his hole and creates a book which could only be written after he had recognized his invisibility. 77 Criticism
